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FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETIES. 


at 
ae RY aes 


In our laft, we noticed Mr. Rice’s tour te 
the Southern States, and the probability of foreign Miflion Socie-* 
ties being formed in feveral places, 

The one propofed by the Philadelphia Affociation was organ- 
ized on the 1ft day of Dec. laft. 

Minutes of their proceedings, plan, addrefs, &c. have been tranf- 
mitted. The Articles of their Confltitution are in fubfance the 
fame with thofe already publifhed. See Mag. Vol. 34, p. 283. 
Their Address follows :— 


eed 


SA AO, a RENEE 


7 serene 


Beloved Brethren and Fellow-Chr flians, 
THE views of this inititution arc made known in the fore going 
Conititution, With a fingle eye to God’s glory, and the extenfion 
of the Redeemer’s intereft 1 in the world, we would with others lend 
our feeble afliftance towards the “help of the Lord againit the 
mighty.” “ THy xincpom come,” fhould not be merely the tor- 
mal but the cordial and energetic petition of every heart devoted 
» Him who is the Kuler of Nations. Realizing then, as it is 
our happinefs to do, the valt importance of truth, in advancing the 
beft interefts of the grest human family, and believing that in late 
-providential events, the finger of Heaven has pointed out unto us 
the plain path of religious duty, we cannot but be confident that 
our labours will ultimately be crowned with abundant fucceis. 

Of the conviction wrought upon the minds of our brethren Jup- 
son and Kice in India, refpeCing Chriftian baptifm, and their 
cheerful fubmiffion thereto, you have already been apprized. This 
change of fentiment in thofe men of God, mult convince us of the 
neceflity of imitating the laudable examples already fet us by ethers 
of the American Baptilts, in giving every encouragement and af- 
fiftance towards the furtherance of fuch benevolent dehens as are 
connected with the bringing into the fold of Jefus the far-feparated 
and diflant members of the fame redeemed family. 
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We cannot doubt, beloved brethren, your cordial difpofitions te 
a&t with us; and therefore folicit your company, as far as is pofli- 
ble, on the firft Wednefday in April next, at 3 o’clock, P. M. that 
we may be enabled to give vitality to that union of exertion which 
palt experience teaches us will not be in vain. Duty is ours, the 
event is God’s, Let us begin, and perfift, and we fhall prevail. 
Pray ye for the peace and the increafe of the church; they /Lall 
profper that love her. Ye that mention the name of the Lord, 
keep not Glence yourfelves, nor let Him reft in filence until he ef- 
tablifh, and until herender “ Jerufalem a praife in the whole earth.” 

WiLLIAM ROGERS, Chairman. 
WILLIAM STAUGHTON, Secretary. 
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Sia e following Circular Address though local in its design, is so well 

npted to the state of our denomination at large, that we most cheerfnil ly 

nresent it to our readers, hoping it may produce the effects generally, 
which were the objects of its publication. ] 


CIRCULAR ADDRESS. 


The Savannah Baptifl Society for Foreign Miffions, to the Inhalitants 
of Georgia, and the adjacent parts of South-Carolina, 


FRIENDS AND BRETHREN, 

AS the great family of man are connected together by 
the fame fraternal bond, it is the high duty and intereft of all its 
members to ufe the beft means in their power for the benefit cf the 
whole. Of all thcfe means which have been employed for this 
great end, none have ever been fojid fo effectual as the preaching 
of the everlafting Gofpel. The obligation to contribute to its ex- 
tenfion, therefore, mult be proportionably binding. 

The Gofpel of Chrift, exhil ibiting the moil imporant truths, and 
Sam fhing the molt exalted motives for action, accurately delineat- 

ng the path to pure, unailoyed happinefs, and deriving its authori- 
ty from Jehovah himfelf, produces in its difufion refults in relation 
to the benefit of man, which hu man fages, lawgivers and kings, 
have for ages laboured in vain toeffe@. Alienated from his God 
by fin, deprived of the favour of his Creator by apoftacy, man 

wanders in the earth a wretched objet, a forfaken rebel, a child of 
hell. No ray of light, no gleam of he pe, iflues from his dark 
abode, to point out the way to reftoration, happinefs and glory. 
No human efforts can relie¢ ve his hopelefs condition. But in the 
Gofpel of Chrift, the Sun of Righteoufnels is feen rifing with heal- 
ing under his Wings. His divine rays, wherever they penetrate, 
fcatter the mifts which overwhelm man with defpair. Thefe dif- 
cover to him the way of deliverance and joy, an 4 lead to the por- 
tals of blifs. 

On a great part of the earth, thefe rays have fallen with the hap- 
pieft eff. a, illuminating extenlive regions, turning their inhabitants 
from darknefs to light, and preparing them for Tatmortal felicity. 
But a far greater part of the earth remains unvifited by thele 





1 . 


— 











a RS. 















































Foreign Miffion Societies. 7 


beams, and confequently continues in darknefs, and fees no light. 
But this part waits their appearance, and fhall not wait in vain. 
‘The time approaches when thofe who have long fat in the region 
and fhadow of death, fhall have light to fpring up unto them. 
The Sun of Righteoufnefs fhall diffufe among them the beams of 
light, and the whole earth fhall be fell of his glory. 

Late events in Divine Providence prove, with convincing tefti- 
mony, that this time fa/ approaches. Wars and rumours of wars, 
the overturning of the nations, the rapidly increafing deitruction 
of the man of fin, and the growing fpread of divine truth, events, 
predicted by the prophets, and reprefented by them as prelufive to 
the general diffulion of the Gofpel, clearly fhew that the univerfal 
triumph of Chriit, the King in Zion, is not far diftant. What de- 
ferves particular notice in this view, is the Miffionary {pirit, which, 
within a few years paft, has been kindled with enthufia(ltic ardour in 
Europe, at the altar of divine love. Under its influence great 
thinrs have been attempted and performed in idolatrous nations. 

America, catching the fame hallowed fpirit, has been animated 
to fimilar exertions. Befide many focieties formed for miflionary 
efforts in this country, one, to the immortal honour of our Congre- 
gational and Prefbyterian brethren, has been organized by them, 
of confiderable extent and importance. Under their patronage, 
Miflionaries have been fent out for the purpofe of effecting eftab- 
lifhments in the Eaft, for the diffufion of the Gofpel among the 
heathen tribes. 

That our brethren of thefe denominations fhould not be c/one, 
in this great work, God, in the arrangements cf infinite wifdom, 
kas been pleafed to bring fome of their Miffionaries over to the 
Baptift perfuafion. Thele, ftill defirous of purfuing their generous, 
difinterefted career for the benefit of the heathen, now prefent 
themfelves to the American Baptifts for fupport. And fhall they 
prefent themfelves in vain? Friends and Brethren, can the finger 
of Divine Providence, fo evidently marking out the path for us, 
be miftaken? Can the Lord’s wiil, fo clearly made known in this 
difpenfation, be mifinterpreted? Surely not: it cannot be. If then 
it be the high duty and intereft of the great family of man to pro- 
mote each other’s happinefs and the benefit of the whole, and that 
it is, cannot be denied; and if the diffufion of the Gofpel of Chrilt 
be the moft effectual means for fecuring thefe objects, a truth that 
mutt be admitted; then is it undoubtedly our duty and our intereft, 
to embrace the prefent aufpicious moment, and engage with joyful 
hafte and determined energy in the great work of evangelizing the 
poor heathen. 

Since the feceffion of our dear brethren Rice, Judfon and Lady, 
the individuals alluded to above, feveral Miffionary Societies have 
been formed by the Baptifts in America. ‘Thefe focieties have for 
their obje& the eftablifhment and fupport of foreign miflions ; and 
it is contemplated that delegates from them all, will convene in 
fome central fituation in the United States, for the purpofe of or- 
ganizing an efficient and practicable plan, on which the energies of 
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the whole Baptift denomination throughout America, may be elic- 
ited, combined and directed, in one facred effort, for fending the 
word of life to idolatrous lands. What a tublime fpeacle will 
this convention prefent! A numerous body of the Lord’s people, 
embracing in their connexion between 1 and 200,000 fouls, all rif- 
ing in obedience to their Lord, and meeting, by delegation, in one 
auguit ailembly ; folemnly to engage in one facred effort for effect- 
uating the great command, “ Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Gofpel to every creature.” 

What fpectacle can more folemnly intereft the benevolent heart ! 
What can be more acceptable to our Heavenly Father! We invite 
you, dear Friends and Brethren—we affectionately and cordially in- 
vite you,.to embrace the privilege of uniting in fo glorious a caufe, fo 
divine a work. God has put great honour upon us, in giving us fo 
favourable an opportunity of coming up “ to the help of the Lord 
againit the mighty.”” In doing fo, he has conferred upon us a dif- 
tinguilhed privilege, Shall we be infenfible of the honour? Shall 
we difregard the privilege? God forbid. Living in a country 
whofe generous foil yields, with moderate induftry, more than a 
fufficiency of the comforts of life, and profeffing in great numbers 
to be redeemed trom our iniquities, our obligations to exert our- 
felves for the benefit of our race and the glory of God, are -great 
indeed. let us feel, impreflively feel, the force of thefe obliga- 
tions, and a¢t correipondently with them. 

And we truft that in our attempt to aéi in this manner, no fecta- 
rian views, no individual prejudices, no party confiderations, will 
have leave to operate any unfriendly influence upon a defign con- 
ceived in difintereited benevolence, and having for its object the 
good of man and the honour of his Creator. 

Conne¢ted with this addrefs to you, Friends and Brethren, is the 
Conftitution* on which our Society is organized. According to 
this, you may either become members with us, or.donors, or both. 
In either character we will cheerfully receive your aid ; and in both, 
we hope to have the pleafure of ranking great numbers of you. 

Withing you grace, mercy and peace, we remain affectionately, 
your fervants in the Goipel, for Chrift’s fake, 





Savannah, Wiriiam B. Jounson, Prefident. 
17th Dec. 1813 » Witciam T. Brantvey,Cor. Secr’y. 
PENANG. 


IN a former Number we mentioned, that our brethren 

Judfon and Rice had fixed on Penang as the feat of their Miflionary 
labours. This notice has led a number of our readers to requelt 
information on this fubject. In order to anfwer thefe inquiries, we 
give the following extracts from Dr. Buchanan’s Chriflian Refearches. 
Prince of Wales’ Ifland,} or, as it is called by the natives, Pee 
nang, or Pulo Penang, that is, the ifland Penang, is the capital of 


* See Mag. Vol. 3d, p. 284. 
t See Morse’s Gazetteer, at the article Prince of Wales’ Island. 
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the Britith Malay territories, and is the proper place for the culti- 
vation of the Malay language, being fituated clofe to the main 
land of Malacca. Ass there is a College in Bengal for inftru@ting 


the Englifh in the languages of the continent of Hindoftan, it is 


equally expedient that there fhould be an Inflitution in Penang for 
the cultivation of the Malay tongue, and of the various dialeéts of 
our infular poflefions. The Dutch attended to this obje@ in the very 
infancy of their empire. Befides, it ¢ probable that Penang will, 
in the progrefs of Eaftern civilization, become the great emporium 
of Afiatic Commerce. Its fudden elevation is a prognoftic of its 
future celebrity. It is fituated on what may be called, “the high 
way,” in which fhips fail from either hemifphere ; and is the very 
centre of Britifh navigation in the Eaft. The Author refided on 
this ifland for about a month, and was greatly furprifed at the va- 
riety of languages which are fpoken, and at the different races of 
men who prefent themfelves to view in this infant fettlement. ‘The 
merchants are chi *y of the Malay, and Indo-Chinefe nations. 
John Shaw, Efq. was profecuting the ftudy of the Eaftern Malay 
language, when [ vifited the ifland, and has fince publifhed a con- 
fiderable portion of a Malay Grammar. 

Penang, and the neighbouring fettlement of Malacca, are molt 
favourable itations for the ftudy of the various dialects of the Malay 
and Chinefe Languages; aud for pouring forth from the prefs ufe- 
ful works for the civilization of maritime and Auftral Afia.. Every 
week, boats of different nations are ready to carry off every thing 
that is printed to their refpective regions. ‘The Author found here 
a general fpirit of inquiry, a communicative difpofition, and’ an un- 
ufual thirft for knowledge; for the civilities of commerce have a 
tendency to weaken prejudice and fuperftition among barbarous 
tribes. 

Although the Dutch introduced Chriftianity on every ifland where 
they eftablifhed a Government, yet the greater part of the Malay 
iflands are involved in darknefs. ‘The natives are of three general 
cafts, Pagans, Mahomedans, and Chinefe. ‘he Mahomedans 
chiefly inhabit the thores, and the Pagans -the interior parts of the 
iflands. ‘The barbarifm of the interior nations.in Sumatra, Borneo, 
and other iflands almoft exceeds belief. Marfden, in his hittory of 
Sumatra, had informed us that it was ufual with the natives of the 
interiors called the Batta tribes, to kill and eat their criminals, and 
prifoners of war; but the refearches of Dr. Leyden have led to the 
difcovery that they fometimes facrifice their own relations, ‘ They 
themfelves declare,’’ fays he, “ that they frequently eat their own 
relations, when aged and infirm; and that not fo much to gratify 
their appetite, as to perform a pious ceremony. ‘Thus, when a 
man becomes infirm and weary of the world, he is faid to invite 
his own children to eat him in the feafon when falt and limes are 
cheaveft. He then afcends a tree, round which his friends and 
offspring aflemble, and as they fhake the tree, join in a funeral dirge, 
the import of which is, ‘ The feafon is come, the fruit is ripe, and 
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it muft defcend.? The victim defcends, and thofe that are nearef 
and deareft to him deprive him of life, and devour his remains in 
a folemn banquet.’’* 

Thefe cannibals inhabit the interior of the ifland of Sumatra, en 
the fhore of which is the Englifh fettlement, Bencoolen, or Fort 
Marlborough. We have been fettled there for a long period, and 
trade with the inhabitants for their fpices. In return for the pepper 
which the natives give us, it would well become our character as a 
Chriftian nation, were we now to offer them the New-7¢/lament. 

Another defcription of barbarians in the Eaftern Ifles, are the 
Haraforas, called by the Dutch, the A/frers. They are to be found 
in almoft all the larger iflands. “In their manners, fays Dr. Ley- 
den, the moft fingular feature is the neceflity impofed on every per- 
fon of, fome time in his life, imbruing his hands in human blood : 
and in general, among all their tribes, no perfon is permitted to 
marry, till he can fhew the fkull of a man whom he has flaughter- 
ed. They eat the ficth of their ene:nies like the Battas, and drink 
out of their fkulls ; and the ornaments of their houfes are human 
fkulls and teeth.”+ When the Author was at Pulo Penang, he 
himfelf faw a chief of the Malay tribe who had a ftaff, on the head 
of which was a bufhy lock of human hair; which he faid he had 
cut from the head of his enemy whom he had killed. 

The Author has mentioned the foregoing circumftances to fhew 
what Paganifm is in its natural ftate, and to awaken fome defire 
of civilizing a people who are now fo acceflible to us. Some phi- 
lofophers, of the fchool of Voltaire and Gibbon, have been extrava- 

ant in their eulogium of man in a fate of nature, or in fome other 
fate pevoip of Chriftianity ; and it is to be lamented that fome 
Chriftian writers have tried of late to draw the fame picture. But 
Paganifm in its beft eftate,is well defcribed by one line of the poet : 


Monstrum, horrendum, informe, ingens cui LUMEN ademptum. ViRG. 
A horrid monster of enormous size, of ugly form, and void of light. 
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Mrs. E. Wooster’s Narrative of Religious Experi- 
ence. Addrefled to the Baptift Church in Strat- 
field, (Conn.) 


By an account from another hand it appears, that the writer of the following 
narrative, was baptized in the month of December, !810, by the Rev. 
Asahel Morse, (probably in the Housatonick river, in Huntington, Conn.) 
and the narrative presented to the Baptist church in Stratfield, when she 
proposed herself a candidate for communion with them, some little time 
after. Ed. 


IT is a duty I owe this church and its much-efteemed 
paftor, to relate to them fome of thofe events, and defcribe fome of 
thofe impreffions, which appear to have been inftrumental of a work 
of grace in my heart. 1 {hall endeavour, as far as I am able, to 
gratify you refpecting that work, from its commencement, until my 


* Asiatic Researches, Vol. x. p. 203. t Ibid. p. 217, 
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eonverfion to thofe peculiar fentiments of the Baptifts, which now. 
fo endearingly unite me with that people. May the union never be 


. diffolved. May it continue until time fhall be no longer! and then, 


may it receive the ripening influences of an eternal and heavenly 
friendfhip. 

Were I to attempt a complete account of what I have experienced, 
or to make known al! which Jefus has done for my foul, it would 
require nothing fhort of an entire hiftory of my life, and of every 
idea and reflection, occurrence and circumftance conneéted with it ; 
fo interwoven with the very thread of my whole exiftence patt, 
prefent, and future, does this work of Almighty grace now appear 
to me, although but a fhort period has elapfed fince I have been 
made fenfible of its operations. It would be impofible for me to re- 
late a// my religious experience ; but with Divine afliftance I will 
do it in part. 

Four years and a half only, have I known a Saviour! For fome 
time_previous to this period, (perhaps two or three years) my atten- 
tion had been unufually turned to the Bibles or rather, to fuch /- 
‘edions from it as are frequently put into the hands of young per- 
fons ; and which, a fenfe of duty in the education of my daughter, 
had led me to ufe with her and fome other children:who were com- 
mitted to my care. Our felection was Mr. Sampfon’s “ Beauties 
of the Bible.”” And I have reafon to believe that the firft /piritual 
intereft I ever felt in the written word of God, was, through his 
grace, excited by teaczing pieces from that felection, and hearing 
them pleafingly repeated. 

I began, alfo, about the fame time, to convert to my own’ ufe, 
a felection from the Bible, entitled, “Sacred Extraés.” The 
Pfalms, in particular, of which it contained a confiderable number, 
attracted my firft attention: and I was not long converfant with 
that ineftimable part of the Holy Scriptures, without beginning to 
appropriate many paflages to my own cafe and feelings. 

It is here worthy of remark, that many of thofe identical pfalms, 
(though fomewhat varied in the tranflation) and other admirable 
portions of Scripture, had been for years, objects of my weekly at- 
tention, without having excited feelings at all more devotional, or 
fpiritual, than if I had regarded them in the original Hebrew and 
Greek. Whether this proceeded from the hard and unrenewed 
ftate of my own heart—the inefficacy of a fet form, to excite devo- 
tional feelings—the dull and irreverent manner of adminificring that 
form—or from all thefe caufes united, is not for me to determine. 

At a period not far diftant from this, I began to be diflatisfied 
with the Epifcopal mode of worfhip, and that kind of preaching on 
which I had, from an early age, chiefly attended. The very {mail 
degree, either of profit or pleafure derived from it, induced me 
frequently to omit attending at all; and at length, fuggefted the 
thought of feeking elfewhere, for that fpiritual food I began to 
covet. Before this, I had entertained the moft entire contempt for 
every religious denomination and mode of worfhip but the Epifco- 
pal. Imwegarded all others as little above Heathen; which con- 
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temptuous opinion I now believe to have arifen wholly from fecta- 
rian pride, bigotry, and the moft profound ignorance of the rea/ 
principles of the Chriftian religion. A {pecies of ignorance unpar- 
donable in any one who lives in a Chriftian land, and can read the 
Bible. 

But fince it is a melancholy fac, that there are thoufands, nay, 
probably millions, who do live in a Chriflian land, and who do read 
their Bibles, who yet remain in profound, ignorance of the real 
principles of Chriftianity ; can we ayoid inquiring whether thofe 
teachers who knowingly and willingly keep mankind in fuch igno- 
rance, and encourage this fectarian pride and bigotry, may not 
one day have the ‘ blood of fouls’ to anfwer for? 

To puriite my own recital.—The death of a near relative, about 
this time, doubtlefs contributed to imprefs ferious things more 
deeply upon my mind; and by caufing a temporary change of 
refidence, haftened the object I had in view, of attending at a differ- 
ent place of worthip. 

Among other confequences of this change of refidence, one, per- 
haps, deferves particular notice, which was, having my ftudies di- 
rected to certain books I had never before read. Of this number, 
I recolle& was “* Law’s Serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life.” 
And I hope I fhali not be thought fuperflitious, if I regard as fome- 
what providential, the manner in which it was prefented to me: be- 
fore this period, I ihould Rave called it accidental ; for 1 literally 
fumbled upon. it, while walking over the floor, where lay a large 
importation of newly-arrived books. Stooping to take up this, it 
occurred to me that I had heard it recommended by a judicicus 
friend ; and | determined to give it a perufal. The reiult was, 
that | acquired many new and extremely ufeful ideas on the fub- 
ject of practical devotion; and have fince uniforrhly recommended 
it, as an excellent book for perfons who are juft deginuing to think 
it a ‘reafonable fervice’ to ‘ prefent their bodies a living facrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God.’ But I fhould be forry to have a fin. 
cere inquirer after Goipel truth, fop at an author not more entire/y 
evangelical than his. 

Another mode of inftruction arifing from the fame fource, (re- 
fiding among’ a multiplicity of literary matter) and which appeared 
to me equally providential, was, the circumftance of having- my 
eye frequently attracted by the very wrappers of the books around 
me.* Among thofe wrappers, were refule leaves of fermons; (I 
knew not, until a Jong time after, by whom compofed,) which, for 
richnefs of matter, and genuine fimplicity of manner, exceeded any 
that I had before feen; and did not fail of leaving a deep and du- 
rable impreffion upon my mind, You will not be furprifed that 
they did fo, when I inform you they were thofe of the jultly-cele- 
brated and excellent Prefident Davies. 

I fhould not have detained you with a recital of thefe trivial cir- 
eumftances, were I not perfuaded of your friendly intere& in all my 


* Mrs. W. is daughter to the late Haac Beers, Efq. of New-Haven, one of the 
principal t bookfellers in New-England, ° 
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fpiritual concerns ; and had I not been particularly ruck with the 
recollection, that many years ago I enjoyed the fame opportunities 
for religious ftudies, without having derived any {piritual advantage 
from them. ‘The on/y cauie of this difference mutt have been, thar, 
until the period of which I have now been {peaking, God’s time to 
be gracious was not arrived. 

Neither do i mention thofe opportunities, as having been the fir? 
I had enjoyed for literary purfuits. 1 had, from an early age, had 
free accels to books; I may almoft fay of every kind. But having, 
for feveral years, adopted fomewhat of a methodical courfe of 
fludy, I defpifed incidental reading, and fo loft the benefit of it. A 
needilefs facrifice—yet, I believe, a very common one. 

] proceed to inform you what, probably, had more influence 
upon my mind than any other external circumftance, An able, 
and truly evangelical preacher was then employed in the congrega- 
tion I had recently joined. And afier hearing for nearly the term 
of fix months, the Go/pel difpenfed in its purity, (one important arti- 
cle excepted) and the throne of grace addredled with appropriate 
foiemnity, humijity and fervour, by the Rev. Mr. Stuart, (now one 
of the Profeflors ia Divinity College, Andover, Maflaclufetts) 1 
began with the blind man of whom we read, to behold ‘men as 
trees walking ;’ or, in other words, to fee a new univerfe movin 
before me! The fimple, yet ftupendous fyftem of falvation by Al- 
mighty and Sovereign grace alone, through faith in the imputed 
righteoufnefs and atoning blood of Jefus Chrift, applied to the heart 
by his Holy Spirit, ftruck my mind with all the energy of truth, 
It has left an impreffion never to be effaced ; but which will, on the 
contrary, grow deeper and brighter through the ceafeleis ages of 
eternity ! 

The do&rines and precepts of the Brbé, thus explained and thus 
enforced, appeared to me as indeed of divine origin and authority : 
I may add, as new as though but recently revealed from heaven; 
and as clear as if written with a funbeam! Views of that {pirituality 
of the Divine Law which requires the obedience of the heart as well 
as of the life, now broke in upon my mind, with a {plendour only to 
be imparted by the light of the glorious Sun cf Righteoufnefs. A 
humbling fenfe of the entire depravity and helplefsnefs of the hu- 
man race, and of my own, in particular, fuccceded to thofe fir 
impreffions ; and I feelingly realized that I was condemned by the 
law, But, forever blefled be the name of the Lord, although I 
have unceafingly felt that I de/erved to be cait cf, I have never been 
left to believe that I faould be. ‘Though daily, hourly, and moment- 
ly confcious of being juftly expofed to Divine wrath; my convictions 
can never drive me to defpair, while knowing, loving, and defiring 
to obey Him, who ‘is able to fave them to the utlermof?, that come 
unto Cod dy him.’ May the fame Almighty Power which pre- 
ferves me from defpair, kcep me, in like manner from prefumption, 
and from all thofe other fins, which ‘ do foeatily befet me.’ 

An obfervance of the fpecial ordinances of Chrift was the next 
thing jpat interefted my attention. I ought rather to have faid, 
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the ordinance; for I had then, no juft conceptions refpecting more 
than one. And ‘how could I, except fome man fhould guide me ?” 
(as inquired the Ethiopean. ) 

It is too. well known in what manner even the moft evangelical 
of the Pedobaptift minifters ‘ guide,’ in this refpeéct, for me new 
to remark upon it, were I fo difpofed and qualified. Leaving it, 
therefore, to thofe abler pens which have already done susie alice 
to the fubject, I refume the thread of my own particular experience. 

Having, after my arrival at adult years, while attending on the 
Epifcopal mode of worfhip, ignorantly, and in compliance with 
woridly cultom, received the facrament of what they cali baptifm ; 
and having, as yet, no gofpel ideas concerning it, I looked only to 
that other pofitive inftitution implied and commanded in thofe ever- 
endearing words, ‘ Thisdo in remembrance of me.’ And after 
exhibiting to my paftor, and he had prefented to the church fome 
fatisfactory evidence of a work of grace in my heart, and being pro- 
pounded in the ufual manner, I was admitted to their communion 
and fellowfhip. Since which, (until the time of my converfion to 
Baptift fentiments) I have fincerely endeavouredto “ walk with 
them in shriftian fellowfhip, and in a due attendance upon all the 
in{titutions of Chrift,’’ fo far as I underftood thofe inftitutions. 

I have, alfo, caufe to believe, that although in my pre/ent view of 
things, | was, as to external forms, an irregularly admitted mem- 
ber; I was, notwithftanding, indulged with /ome manifeftations of 
acceptance from the great and gracious Head of the Church! He is 
the only ‘ door !’—Yet furely, we are not, on this account, to flight 
his own ordinances !—-No ; nor to vary from them, in the f{malleft 
_ degree. 

Baptifm by immerfion, after profeffion of ‘repentance toward 
God, and faith toward our Lord Jefus Chrift,’ is the only external 
fign of church-memberfhip which He has appointed ! 

It will, perhaps, be deemed excufable, if, while mentioning my 
firft connexion with a Chriftian church, I add, that I did in fome 
fort endeavour to ihew forth my faith and charity, by my £ works.’ 

Not in a /egal light, have I, at all fince my converfion to the 
Chriftian faith, viewed the duty of good works: on the contrary, 
I do not recollect to have performed one, in which there was not fin 
enough, either in matter or manner, to condemn me forever, with- 
out the interceding breath of that glorious High Prieft, that 
¢ other Angel with the golden cenfer,” who knows how to make 
not only the prayers, but even the fmalleft duties of his faints 
acceptable. Certain I am, however, that I did fincerely ftrive toaé& 
up to the profeffion I had made.’ I think I can alfo fay, that the hon- 
our and intereft of the Chriftian caufe in general, and of that church 
in particular, were among the firft and dearett objects of my regard ; 
were objects, for the promotion of which, I was willing to make 
very great facrifices—to endure very great feif-denial and mortifi- 
cation. 

Such was the ftate of my mind, and fuch my correfpondent, 
practice, for a period of three years and a half. * 
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I come now to that part of my narrative, in which you, my dear 
readers, will, I prefume, feel more particularly interefled. 

I have to inform you, that the firft doubt which ever entered my 
mind, concerning the validity of infant baptilm, was, under Prov- 
idence, fuggelted by about twenty words in the sermon above allud« 
ed to. 

Though ftri@ly evangelical in other refpets, this fermon treated 
not of your diffinguif/bing fentiments ; and yet, by one fhort and fim- 
ple queftion, it excited inquiry in my mind, which, after a long and 
fevere ftruggle with inward doubts and fears,and with manifold out- 
ward trials and temptations, has at length iflued in a moft clear and 
fatisfactory converfion to thofe fentiments. May the Author of all 
light and knowledge enable me, if I have ‘received the truth,’ to 
‘ walk in the love of it.’ 

Strange as it may feem to an unprejudiced mind, fo implicitly 
had I relied on Auman tradition re{peting baptifm, as never before 
to have thought of fuch a thing as fearching the Scriptures with a 
particular eye to that fubject. Nor fhould I, probably, fo /oon have 
been led to an anxious inveftigation of it, had I not been externally 
impelled by that ftrange fyftem of perfecution already defcribed,* 

When permitted to comprehend from what caufe that perfecn- 
tion proceeded, | fat about fearching the Scriptures, in good earneft, 
to fee, ‘ whether thofe things were fo,’ the bare /u/picion of Letieving 
which, had fubjected me to fuch ‘ cruel mockings.’ 

The refult of my fearch, (and I would humbly add, of the many 
prayers and tears accompanying it) has, blefled be God, been fuch 
as you now fee. With the Bible for my only guide, I am as una- 
ble to find in it, a command for any external baptifm other than 
that which the Lord of glory himfelf inftituted, honoured by his own 
example, and ordained to be adminiftered to all his followers, as I 
fhould be unable to find in it an injunction to go on pilgrimage to 
Mecca. 

Should it be faid, that ‘ this confident belief in the truth of Bap- 
tift tenets is the offspring of ignorance or partial information,’ L 
reply, Blefled be /uch ignorance, and bleffed be /uch partial infor- - 
mation. 

If reminded that millions of wifer and better perfons than myfelf 
are of a different way of thinking; to ¢his alfo | cheerfully accede. 
I know there have been multituces of Chriftians, compared with 
whofe knowledge of the Bible, my own is but the fludy of its alpha- 
bet, who have never adopted the peculiar fentiments of the Baptiits. 

But all this does not prove, that ever one individual who had not 
read or heard any 4uman opinion on the fubje&, and was otherwife 
unprejudiced, could, after ftudying the Bible carefully and in a 
right {pirit, find any fuch thing in it as infant baptifm, under the 
Gofpel difpenfation. 

Far be it from me to aflume, that I underfland the Scriptures better 
than many who differ from me; but it I coniulted them refpe@iag 
a particular mode of belief, without any poflible human prejudice 


Referring to the treatment of her former religious friends, 
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in favour of that mode, was it not a likely way of arriving at the 
truth? Forbid that I fhould difdain to avail myfelf of what the wif 
eft and beft of duman minds have imagined, All this in its proper 
place. But i do infiit, that the Bible is the only certain fource, 
whence to Jegin inquiry. After fuitable attention to shis bvok, it 
may acfwer a valuable purpofe, to ‘compare notes’ with fellow- 
worms, about our particular manner of underflanding it. 

] mnit now return a few fteps, to refume the proper thread of my 
ftory. : 

When, after having fought for truth, as for ‘hid treafure ;’ dili- 
gently ‘inquired of God’ concerning it; and in part compelled, by 
the unrelenting hand of perfecution, to flee to it for fhelter ; 1 feem- 
ed to be addreffled in thofe memorable words, which, though ufed 
on a miraculous occafion, and for the benefit of an infpired Apof- 
tle, may with reverence be felf-appropriated by the very laft and 
leat of the followers of our common Lord and Matter. * And now, 
why tarricit thou? Arife and be baptized, and wath away thy fins, 
calling on the name of the Lord.’ 

How many times, when ‘ halting between two opinions,’ has this 
text helped me forward in the path of duty. O, the unfearchable 
riches of that written Word, which can thus fupply our every want! 
which is thus at hand, in every time ofneed. Again, ‘]f any man 
will do his will, he fhall Anow of the doétrine.’ Bleffed Jefus ! 
have I not done thy will in this ? And thou 4af caufed me to 
‘know’ of thine own doctrine! But, O, with what inward ftrivings 
and outward fears was this knowledge preceded ! Yes, Satan, to 
the very laft, the finifhing ftroke of the dury I have recently per- 
formed, did not ceafe to contend with me for its prevention. 
And thus willhe, in fome meafure, be permitted to ftrive with the 
followers of the Lamb, to the laft ftep of their earthly courfe! Even 
afier divine grace had enabled me to decide on performing this 
duty, and [ had taken fome preparatory fteps towards it; what dif- 

eartening thoughts did he not fuggelt by the way ! What treach- 
€rous arguments to fecuce me from the onward path ! * « Ts there, 
really, any necellity for this unufual, this unewangelical parade ?”” (atk- 
ed the tempter.) ‘“* How much more confonant with the /pirit of the 
Gofpel, and your own retired and referved difpofition, would it be, to 
remain at home, with your carthly connexions, and only fludy 
their individual comfort and your own! You know you have only 
to ‘do juftly, love mercy, and walk humbly with -your God,’ to 
be accepted of him.”?. — 

"Chis was not the fr? inlance, and will not probably be the /c/, 
of Satan’s ufing Scripture for his own wicked purpofes ! 

‘* Belides, (refumed the adverfary) how do you know, but after 
induizing your favourite projec, you will find, that after all, it was 
but a projet; and, that Chritt loves you none the better for it? In- 
deed, this will, beyond all doubt, be the cafe: and shen what a fine 
predicament you’/i be in! To have run away from ail your for- 
mer friends, relations and polite acquaintances; perhaps, too, in 
fume way or other, injured your woridly property ; difloulved con- 
nexion with all the refpetab!e churches, and entered into Chriftian 
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fellowfhip and communion {as you call it) with nobody knows 
who! Or, if tAey are good people, perhaps they will not love you ; 
and fo you’ll be left a/one in the world; and J thall have you af- 
ter all! ! 

“No! mifcreant! ¢hat can never be !”? (was the indignant reply 
with which I was generally enabled to interrupt the tempter.) 
“ That can never be! becaule Fefus died to fave me from your mer- 
cilefs fangs, and I will, by his grace flrengthening me, I wil! en- 
deavour to obey Him in all things. I wel! comply with his own or- 
dinances !” 

And then I went on my way again, rejoicing ‘for a feafon ;’ 
girding on the gofpel armour more clofely than before; and fixing 
the eye of faith on Him who ‘was tempted in all points, like as 
we are; and who ‘is alé to fuccour them that are tempted.’ 

It would be fuperfluous, my loved and highly-refpected friends, 
to endeavour to defcribe to you, my feelings, after having fo tar 
triumphed over the adverfary of iouls, as to have performed the 
duty required in thofe ever-to-be-remembered words, § Thus it be- 
cometh us to fulhl all righteoufnefs.’? Who, that duly prizes his 
claim to fellowfhip with the Divine Speaker, will not wifh to be 
numbered among thofe with whom He condefcends to rank him- 
felf? You better know, than I can defcribe, the feelings of thefe 
who follow Him in this blefled way ; for you have, long fince, ex- 
perienced their power. 

You are alfo, for the fame reafon, more aware of the hurtful con. 
fequences of too freely indulging thofe feelings. Yon will think it 
needful to remind me, that our dear Lord himfelf underwent extra+ 
ordinary temptations, immediately after He had borne this humble 
teftimony to his own inflitution ; and that it efpecially behoves his 
frail followers to be more than ever on their guard, after fuch gra- 
cious manifeftations of his love. 

Nor will you think it ufelefs to remark to me, that there are in- 
numerable other duties, which remain to be performed ; and which 
will require all diligence and watchfuinefs, /o to perform, as neither 
on the one hand, to bring any juft reproach on our profeflion, nor, 
on the other, to expofe ourfelves to the temptation of foregoing that 
ptofeffion, or any of thofe appendages of it, which we now deem 
facred. ) 

In anfwer to what I have imagined would be your remarks, 
were you freely to addrefs me on this occafion, I reply, that my 
defire of being ufeful to my fellow-creatures, and efpecially to their 
fouls, feems not diminifhed, but greatly increafed, by what bas been 
recently done for my own. And TI pray that He who hath thus 
quickened and comforted me in /piritual things, may enable me 
to be faithful in external duties ! 

I thank you for your fuppofed counfel; and beg of you not to re- 
frain from uttering it, becaufe you confider mea ftranger. ‘There 
are, in reality, no ftrangers among thofe who profefs ‘one Lord, 
one faith, one baptifm,’ in the'fenfe we confcientioufly attach to 
thofe words. | 








——_ 
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Suffer me now to unite with you, in prayer to Almighty God, 
that, for the fake of his ‘* well-beloved Son,’ and on account of 
what He has done and fuffered for /inners, he would pour out of his 
Holy Spirit upon ws ; and not only us, but upon the ‘ whole lfrael 
of God,—that a/l whom he hath ‘ ordained to eternal life,’ may 
fpeedily be united to him by that /ving faith which ‘ worketh by love 
and purifieth the heart ;* and that we, and all whom we love, or 
for whom we ought to pray, may be of that ever-bleffed number ! 
Amen. (Signed) ELIZABETH WOOSTER. 

White- Hills, Huntington, ( Conn.) Nov. 21, 1810. 
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AS the facred Scriptures are the foundation on which all 
our religious hopes are built, they muft neceffarily contain what- 
ever is to be believed and pra¢tifed towards God and our fellow- 
men. It muft hence appear infinitely defirable to every mind at 
all impreffed with the importance of religion, that the Hoty Bisis 
fhould be circulated among all nations, and in all languages. ‘The 
uncommon efforts which are now making to {pread the /acred word, 
muft be highly interefting to all the lovers of pure religion. Pre- 
fuming that the moft of our readers are of this defcription, we pre- 
fent them with the following extraéts from the Ninth Report of 
the “ Britifh and Foreign Bible Society,” publifhed in London, 
June, 1813, and re-publithed in New-York, Feb. 17 1814. 

The following teftimony of the Emperor Atsxanper to the 
truth and excellency of the facred Scriptures, muft be peculiarly 
interefting to the American public at the prefent time, as it ferves 


to develop one trait in a charaéter which the world fo juftly ad-_ 


mires. 


Letter of the Emperor of Ruflia to the Governor-Gen- 
eral of Finland. Wiina, May 13, 1812. 


Bein perfuaded that religion is the moft powerful inflrument 
of raifing the morals of a people, and that when maintained in pu- 
rity itis the ftrongeft band of fupport to the State; and having tak- 
en into confideration the fecellity of increafing the means of ena- 
bling our faithful Finnith fubjects to gain a right knowledge of the 
Supreme Being, and of the excellency of their religion, we have, 
accordingly, in agreement with what a number of refpeétable Fin- 
nifh citizens of all clafles have propofed, been gracioufly pleaf- 
ed to approve of the printing of the Finnifh Bible with Randing 
types, as tending, in a high degree, to promote this end. As the 
expenfe of fuch an undertaking muft neceflarily exceed what could 
be collected among the inhabitants themfelves, we have therefore, 
in compliance with your humble requeft, been gracioufly pleafed 
to grant that part of,,corn tythes, which was originaliy appro- 
priated to printing the Holy Scriptures, but which in latter times 
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has been ufed for State purpofes, to be applied for five years, begin- 
ning with the year ‘812, in aid of printing the above-mentioned 
edition of the Finnifh Bible; and will beg you to communicate this 
refolution, in the ufual manner, to the parties concerned. 

(Signed) ALEXANDER. 





From Baron Aminoff to the Governor-General of 
Finland. Peterfburgh, May 27, 1813. 
Sir, 

Ar the fame time that I have the honour to tranfmit you his 
Majetty’s letter, in which you are made acquainted with his refolu- 
tion to grant the Finnifh Bible Society the quantity of corn they 
have required, I have alfo to inform you that his Majefty has been 
gracioufly pleafed to permit them to open a fubfcription over all his 
Majefty’s dominions where the Finnifh language is {poken, as allo 


to import, duty-free, all the articles neceflary tor the propofed edi- 
tion of the Finnifh Bible, 


ae eee 


Tranflation of an Article inferted in the Abo Gazette, 
March 24, 1812. 


, ABO. 

Tue following extra& from the circular letter iflued by the Eccle- 
fiaftical Confiftory of this place to the clergy in the diocefe of Abo, 
certainly deferves to be made public, for the more general informa- 
tion of our fellow-citizens. : 

“‘ The edition of the Finniih Bible, which was printed in the year 
1776, having long ago been compeletely exhaufted, and confequent- 
ly fuch copies.as were at times to be procured, bearing the exorbi- 
tantly high price of from fifteen to twenty rix dollars, it was con- 
templated as a defirable meafure, that fteps fhould be taken for 
printing a new edition of the Holy Scriptures. In the mean time, 
this unexpected occurrence took place. A worthy member of the 
Britifh and Foreign Bible Society in London, the Rev. John Pat- 
terfon, (who ftill refides for the prefent in Stockholm, with a view to 
aflift in the execution of an edition of the Swedith Bible on fand- 
ing types, through the generous contribution of the above-mentioned 
Society,) came to Abo, with the offer of soo/. fterling, in aid of a 
fimilar edition of the Bible in the language of Finland. The mat- 
ter wa immediately reported to his Excellency Baron Steinheil, 
the Governor-General, who, with his wonted attention to, and zeal 
for every thing good and noble, was pleafed without delay to 
give a favourable repreientation of the above offer to his majefty 
the Emperor; to which his Excellency fhortly after received the 
following anfwer from his Excellency Mr. Speraniky, Secretary of 
State and Privy Counfellor, dated Peterfourgh, Oct. 20, 18115 a 
tranflation of which he has communicated to the Confiltory ; 





20 =The Light of Divine Revelation fpreading. 


« [Javing, in confequence of your Excellency’s letter, had the 
honcur, with all due fubmiffion, to lay before his Imperial Majefty 
the propolition made by the Rev. John Patterfon, with a view to 
the printing of the Bible in the Finnifh language; his Imperial 
Majefly has not only been gracioufly pleafed to fignify his appro- 
bation ef the offer, but alfo defirous himfelf to contribute to the 
diftribution of the Holy Scriptures, has granted from his own pri- 
vate purie the fum of five thoufand rubles,* to be applied by your 
Excellency to this objec, refpecting the’remittance of which to your 
Excellency, I have written to Privy Counfellor Gurjew.” 

Where ts the good and well-difpofed Finnifh citizen, who does 
not gratefully blefs this freth proof of the zealous folicitude of his 
Imperial “Majefty for the real and fupreme welfare of his Finnith 
fubjects, as well as the indefatigable and benevolent care of a foreign 
nation to difleminate and perpetuate, to the lateft age, even in thefe 
diftant regions, the true knowledge of God and Jefus Chrift, by 
means of that Word which he hath revealed for our illumination 
and falvation ? 

By thefe general afliftances, to which we hope foon to add the 
equally noble contributions of our own fellow-citizens, the tounda- 
tion is laid of an undertaking, which cannot but be crowned with 
fuccefs and the richeft bleflings ; inafmuch as an edition of the Bi- 
ble on ftanding types not only fupplies the prefent generation, but 
at the fame time furnifhes the fureft means of putting the Scriptures 
into the hands of the moft remote pofterity, at a moderate price, 
without any further expenfes than what the paper and printing 
neceflarily require. 

Notice fhall afterwards be given in this paper of the meafures 
which are inftantly to be adopted for the execution of this benev- 


olent plan. 





Londonderry, (Ireland) Augufl 15, 1812. 


I rectiven the precious Treafure of Divine Truth, which the 
Brititth and Foreign Bible Society were pleafed to fend me, 1525 
Bibles and Teftaments, at one haif prime colt, quartos excepted. 
By applying to government, we got them duty-free. Thank God 
for every help and furtherance in circulating the Word of. Life! 
The expeétations of the poor being railed, the fale has been moft 
rapid mdeed. The large Bibles, charged to me at 13s. 6d. En- 
glith, were all fold the firft day at 15s. irith. ‘The otavos were 
all fold the fecond day, with a confiderable number of {mall Bibles 
and ‘Leftaments. The times are trying to the poor, yet many 
from Ennifhor, who came to Derry market to buy food for their 
children, came to my houfe and faid in my hearing, “ We will buy 
# little lefs meal, and take home the Word of God with us; as 
we may never get Teftaments for 7d. each again.’ Several of 
the common beggars bought Teltaments with the halfpence they 
begged inthe ftreets.— Robert Jackya blind man, with a wife and 
five children, bought two at 7d. each. “I afked him how he could 


* A ruble is worth about 4s. 6d. fterling. 
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{pare 1s. 2d. in fuch trying times? He faid, “I would feel lefs, 
knowing my child to be hungry, than to have it living without 
the Word of God; and the firft money I beg, I will have one of 
them large ones, for my wife to read for us on the Sundays, and 
another {mall one for poor littlhe Tom; and then, thank God, (faid 
he) every child that can read will have a Teftament.” I was 
touched to tears myfelf, and gave the old woman a large Tefta- 
ment, and a {mail one for Tom. “Sir, (faid he) I have 4d. yet, 
and you fhall have ic;”? but I daid, ‘* Buy bread for the little ones 
with that.” As they were going out of the door, I heard the old 
woman fay, “* Dear Robert, will it not be very pleafant on the 
Sabbath-days, that I can read this fine large print for you?” 

I can aflure you, Sir, in the week paft, I faw the grateful tear 
fall from the eyes of many, and heard their earneft prayers in be- 
half of the Inftitution that enabled them to obtain the Word of Life 
on fuch eafy terms. 

‘The whole 1525 will only laft about eleven or twelve days. 
About 200 have been fold to Koman Catholics; and the greater 
part of the reft have gone to perfons whofe clothing and counte- 
nances evidently fpoke the dearth of the feafon. Do not leaveme 
to the chiding of the people, without a frefh fupply. One thoufand 
five hundred and twenty-five more would not laft me a month, 
Such Teftaments as you order for me at 1¢. are fold here at 6s, 
O may God blefs his own Word every where, and abundantly re- 
ward the work of faith, and labour of love, of the Britifh and For; 
eign Bible Society ! 








DISTRIBUTION OF BIBLES AMONG THE ROMAN 
CATHOLICS. 

THE Roman Catholic Bible Society at Ratifhon, form- 
ed in 1806, has diftributed 27,000 copies of the New-Jeftament 
in German, and continues its ufeful labours, unaided by the Britifh 
and Foreign Bible Society. 

It appears, that from the Ratifbon Society, and other fources, 
not fewer than 60,000 copies of the Holy Scriptures have been cir: 
culated among the Koman Catholics in Germany, in the courfe of 
a few years. 

A tranflation of the New-Teftament into German, by two pious 
and learned Catholic Clergymen, with the afliftance of feveral 
Proteftant divines, may be confidered a remarkable, and is certainly 
a moft pleafing inftante of religious co-operation; and it is impor- 
tant to obferve, that the tranflation has been approved, and publickly 
recommended by two of the moft eminent Proteftant Clergymen of 
Saxony and Switzerland. The tranflators, Charles and Leander 
Van Efs, are brothers; the latter, who has publifhed a work recom- 
mending the free, unfettered, {frequent and ferious reading of the 
Holy Scriptures by all ranks, clafles, and conditions of people, has 
lately been appointed Catholic Divinity Profeffor in the Univerfity 
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of Marburg. Your Foreign Secretary was induced, by the prefling 
folicitation of this Profeffor, to contribute 200/. for the diftribution 
ef 3000 copies of this new verfion of the Teftament among the 
poor, wko could not hope to obtain them by any other means. A 
condition was annexed to the grant, and moft readily acceded to, 
that the few notes exilting in the former edition fhould be cancelled 
in the impreffion promoted by this donation. 
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Revival of Religion in Aurelius, Scipio, &c. Extra 
of a Letter from the Rev. David Irifh to the Editor. 


Beloved Brother, 

AS it is fome time fince I received the laft appointment from 
the Miffionary Society, and 2s I have not been able to attend to it, 
I thought it my duty to write a few lines to you, and through you 
to the Society, to let you know the reafons why I have not been 
able (confiftent with duty) to fulfil my appointment. 

The Lord has once more been pleafed to vifit this part of his 
vineyard, with a glorious fhower of divine grace, in the courfe of 
the paft year. ‘The hearts of God’s people have been made to re- 
joice, and young converts to fing redeeming grace. ‘lhe good 
work has fpread moftly over the towns of Aurelius and Scipio, and 
has taken fome of almoft all defcriptions, high and low, rich and 
poor, bond and free, black and white, aged and young. One per- 
fon who is one hundred and three years old, has been hopefully 
brought to the knowledge of the truth, and could joyfully join 
with children of eight, nine, and ten years of age, to praife the in- 
finite Redeemer, for his boundlefs grace and mercy, in pardoning 
fuch great finners, that fo juftly deferved to be fent to hell. 

I have had the privilege of waiting on one hundred and forty- 
one, in about eizht months, who willingly came forward to trace the 
fooifteps of the meek and lowly Jefus inte his watery grave. 

A number of Pedo-baptilts, fince the work began, have been 
broaght to give up their former traditions of infant rantizing, and 
vifibly put on Chrift, by being buried with him in baptifm. A- 
mong thefe, are three worthy Congregational deacons. Appear- 
ances are ftill favourable among us. Next week I have a meeting 
appointed, to adminifter the ordinance of baptifm to a number more 
of Chriit’s willing fubje&s. May the Lord continue his mercy, and 
fpread the glorious work to earth’s remoteit bounds. 
~ But being in hafte, 1 muf conclude with fubfcribing myfelf, your 
" anworthy brother, in gofpel love, DAVID IRISH. 
Aurelius, April v0, 1812. 


From the fame, dated Dec. 1813. 
After giving a tketch of his journal, he adds, ** It does not appear 
Feafonadle, to difmils this fubject, without giving a more particular 
-ecount of fome places andcircumfances. I had fome very agree: 
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able meetings while onmy tour. In the town of Parma, the Lord 
is difplaying the riches of his grace, in calling home bacailiders, 
and in bringing poor finners to the knowledge of thetruth. Here 
I preached on Lord’s day. It was a very comfortable feafon. 
Four perfons came forward and witneffed a good profeflion before 
many witnefles. I was indulged the plealure, as a fervant of Chrilt, 
to wait on them in following the footlleps of the meek and lowly 
Saviour. In this place there is a {mall regular Bapult church, 
though deititute of a preacher; but the gracious Lord, who is not 
confined to any particular means, is daily adding to them of fuch 
as we hope fhall be faved. 

Likewife in the town of Hartland there is an appearance of a 
good work. I preached here alfo,,and baptized. A number 
had alfo been lately baptized by a miniftering brother who had been 
this way. The brethren here keep up a regular meeting, and there 
is a profpect that a church will foon be gathered in Gofpel order. 
They have a young brother, that labours with them in the miniftry. 

In the town of Cambra there is alfo fome hopeful appearances. 
Here I alfo preached and baptized. It was the firlt inftunce in the 
place. A number of the fpectators had never before feen the ordi- 
nance adminiftered. ‘There are, however, numbers of preachers 
travelling in thefe parts, of different perfuafions. Some Methodiits; 
fome Free-will Baptilts as they call themfelves, and fome of the 


 difciples of Elias Smith. ‘Thefe can all commune together, not- 


withftanding their difference of fentiment; while one preaches, do 
as well as you can, another the eternal punifhment of the wicked, 
and a third the final deftruétion of hell and the devil, and the anni- 
hilation of the fouls of the wicked. But they feem agreed in one 
thing, #. e. to oppofe the Buptifls who cannot join with them. 

But the gracious Redeemer is carrying on his own work, and 
truth is gaining ground in thofe parts, among the faints of God, 


I fubferibe my felf your brother, in the beft of bonds, 
DAVID IRISH. 





—- 


Extract from the Journal of Rev. H. Kendal, dated 
Litchfield, Dec. 13, 1813. 


IN November, I fet out on a journey up the Kennebeck river. 
I rode as far as Sidney, and then left my horfe, and croffed the river 
and travelled about 4 miles to a neighbourhood where the Lord its 
reviving his work. I tried to preach to the people, who paid a 
very folemn atteitwon to the word, After the meeting, brother 
M‘Matter baptized five perfons, four of whom were youths. J thea 
returned to Sidney, and preached to an attentive ailembly. The 
next day I rode to Canaan, where | crofled the river, and agate 
travelled on foot 3 miles, to vifit a fmall deftitute church, with 
which I preached wm the evening. ‘Though few m aumbers, they 
appeared to be firong in faith. returned and preached in the ever 
ing; and the next day vifited a neighbourhood rear the moutle 
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of Sandy-river, and preached in the evening, to an attentive affem- 
bly, fome of which appeared to know and love the truth. The 
morning following, before day, I was called to vifit a woman fup- 
pofed to be dying. When I came into the houfe, I found the fam- 
ily in tears; but the dying woman was rejoicing in the Lord, who 
had redeemed her foul. She expreffed a longing defire to go and 
be with her Saviour. After praying with her, fhe requefted me to 
fing a hymn, which [ accordingly did, and left her about eight in 
the morning. She continued until the night following, and then 
left the world, in the triumphs of faith. 

From this houfe of affliction I weat on to my appointment at 
Starks. This was ‘hankfgiving-day. I attempted to preach to 
the people, and was favou:#! with a very precious feafon. The 
Lord was evidently in this place. I tarried for the night at Mr. 
Thomas Waugh’s, and was much comforted in hearing Mr. W. 
wife and daughter relate the work of grace on their hearts. Mrs. 
W. and daughter were much imprefled refpecting the duty of 
baptifm. 

The next morning a meflenger came after me to attend the funeral 
of the perfon before mentioned, which was propofed on the Sabbath 
following. Upon reflection, 1 concluded it was my duty to go. 
In the interim | rode to Anfon, where I feund a fmall Congrega- 
tional church, to which I preached in the evening, and ag their par- 
ticular requeft I preached again the next morning. ‘This was a 
folemn and refrefhing feafon. Here I found two pious women, who 
had long been waiting for an opportunity to embrace the ordinance 
of baptifm. One of them had been a member of a Congregational 
church. A meeting was appointed accordingly on the Monday 
following at Sandy-river, with a view to the adminiftration of the 
ordinance. 

On Lord’s-day the funeral above mentioned was attended. This 
was a moft folemn feafon, and I hope it will long be remembered. 
On Monday, when, agreeably to previous appointment, the people 
came together, it appeared that the Lord was in the midft. ‘The 
four females mentioned above came forward, and offered themfelves 
as candidates for baptifm ; and after obtaining fatisfaftory evidence 
of their gofpel qualifications, we repaired to the water, where the 
ordinance was performed according to the ufage of the primitive 
church. The laft of the four was a youth, When I took her by 
the hand, fhe turned about and addrefled the affembly in the follow. 
ing manner: * Glory to God, fince | have been ftanding here by 
the water, I have felt the love of Chrift flowing into my foul. I 
am now willing to turn my back on the world, and follow Chrift.” 
‘This had a very folemn effect on the aflembly; almoit every eye 
flowed with tears. After the baptifm, we returned from the water, 
rejoicing in the betief, that the Lord had graced his own ordinance 
with his divine prefence. 

The next day | crofled both rivers, and preached in the after- 
noon on the eaft fide of the Kennebeck. After fermon, a Woman 
who came about five miles to hear the word, arofe and related her 
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experience and wifhed to be baptized. It appeared that fhe and 
her hufband had both experienced religion about eighteen years ago. 
They had walked with the Methoditts about five years, and when 
they could no longer have fellowthip with them, they concluded to 
walk alone. ‘They had been long praying for a Baptift minifler to 
come that way. ‘The woman wilhed to know whether I had faith 
in the ordinance ;* for, faid fhe, I cannot be baptized by a man that 
has not. I was fatisfied that they were taught of God, and there- 
fore baptized them. I preached feveral times in the place. There 
appeared a very folemn attention, and feme awakenings among 
the people. 

I next proceeded up the river to Carpitunk Falls, there I was oblig- 
ed again to leave my horfe, and crofled the river ona float. I trav- 
elled up the river as far as Sugartown on the Million acres (fo cal- 
led.) Here I found a little church in good health, and in union. 
I tarried over the Sabbath, and broke bread to them; and after 
preaching to them a number of times, and enjoying fome {foul-re- 
viving feafons, I took leave of them, and returned down the river, 
preaching in all the neighbourhoods through which { pafled. Many 
of the people appeared to receive the word gladly. 

After travelling fix days in the cold, aud in florms, and through 
the fnow, I met with a fall upon the ice, which lamed me for 
fome time. I at length got to my horfe, and was truly glad to find 
my faithful fervant. Thefe circumftances often reminded me of 
the travels of my dear Mafter, which ferved greatly to enliven me 
in my journey. 

In returning down Sandy-river, I vifited fome of thofe whom I 
had lately baptized, and found them on the wings of faith, going on 
their way rejoicing. 

After {pending four Lord’s-days among the needy and deftitute, 
I returned home, and through mercy found my family all well. 
I have travelled upwards of 200 miles, and tried to preach 27 
times, baptized fix, and broke hread once. I have been kindly re- 
ceived in all places, and found an effectual door opened for the 
preaching of the word. 

I remain your fincere brother in the kingdom and patience of 
Jefus Chrift, HENRY KENDALL. 


we ee 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Hale, dated 
Sedgwick, Dec. 11, 1813. Addrefled to the Prefi- 
dent of the Society. 


Mr. Hale has for several years been chiefly employed in the service of this 
society: but it now appears that he has accepted a call from the church 
and society in New-Charlestown, to become their stated pastor, with the 
privilege of itinerating part of the time. After stating the above circutn- 
stances, he remarks: 

“Tue people with whom I contemplate fettling, are, generally 

{peaking, poor, although they appear to be very induftrious. Many 


* By faith in the ordinance, we prefume no more is meant, than that the ad- 
miniftrator believed it co be the only divinely appointed way. &d. 
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of them, when they moved into this wildérnefs, were much embar- 
rafled, and many of them have not as yet paid for their lands, which 
keeps them ftill poor. I expect to receive but little help from them at 
prefent. ‘They are yet in an infant ftate. There are about fifty fam- 
ilies in the town, and forty-eight members belonging to the church ; 
a few of them belong in neighbouring towns. 

I expeét to fet out for New-Charleftown and the region about it, 
the fir of nest week. I have lately returned from thofe parts. 
When I left them, there appeared to be fome awakening in the town 
of Corinth, adjoining N.C. I baptized two young converts a few 
weeks fince, and a number more appeared to have an awakened 
concern for their fouls. I hope the Lord has much mercy in ftore 
for them. It is probable I fhall {pend part of my time this winter 
in that région, and a part of itto the Eaftward, if in the fervice of 
the Society. I fhall fubmit to the pleafure of the Society, whether 
New-Charleoftwn have a proportional part of my fervice this win- 
ter, or at any time after. 

I remain yours, in the bonds of the gofpel, 


Rev. T. Baldwin. HENRY HALE. 


P.§. Dear brother, remember me at the throne of grace, that 
{ may be ied and kept in the path of duty; for there is my comfort 
and fefety. 

Write to me if you have leifure, and direct your letter to Sedg- 


wick, H. H, 


f 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


From Thompfon, in Conneéticut. 


ACCOUNTS have been received from different fources of 
a very interefting work of God’s Holy Spirit, in that town. We 
regret that a particular ftatement which was expected, has not 
been received. 

It is underftood, that this work began in the Rev. Mr. Dowe’s fo- 
ciety, at a conference meeting, and foon fpread into different parts of 
the town, taking in its progrefs fome of all denominations. We 
do not know the exact number received by either denomination ; 
hut think that 20 or more have been added to the Baptift church 
under the paftoral care of the Rev. Mr. Crofby. 

In a letter of Feb. 18, from our efteemed brother Gano, of 
Providence, to a miniftering brother in this town, he writes as fol- 
lows: **I received your letter, upon my return. from Thompfon, 
‘aft Friday, where [ had been {pending a few days, in witnefling 
a gracious work of God: indeed it is a moft precious feafon. I 
baptized eight perfons on ‘Tuefday, and five on Thurfday. ‘There 
are anumber more who appear to have pafed from death to life. 
Let us continue praying to our gracious Lord, Thy Aingdom come ;”’ 
for he who taught us thus to pray, has power to anfwer our peti- 
tions in his own appointed time. For he will most afluredly ex- 


tend his gracious reign, wntil the earth fhall be full of his glory.” 
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HARTFORD. 


The friends of evangelical truth will alfo rejoice to learn, that 
there is a good work going on in the city of Hartford, principally 
among the Kev. Dr. Strong’s people. We hope hereafter to be 
able to lay before our readers a more particular account of this, 
and of the above, 





EDINGTON. 


Extract of a letter from Rev. J. Woodbury to Rev. 
Dr. Rogers, dated Aug. 23, 1813. 


«© Y wave been reminding our brethren of the importance of Re- 
ligious Inftitutions; but have met with little encouragement on 
the fubject. Inthe Circular Letter of the Chowan Affociation, the 
India Miffion and Tranflations are named; and I hope it will 
be a mean of exciting the churches to the apoftolic duty of mif- 
fions. Religion is not fo flourishing here ameng the widites as in 
months paft ; but with the d/acks it is rapidly rifing. Almoft every 
month 8, 9, 10, and more, are baptiaed; and in refpect to piety, 
I think many adorn the doétrine of Chrift beyond what the whites 
do. ‘Fhey have regular {tated meetings, a convenient hour, anda 
black brother to preach to them. Our minifters will not confent 
to have any black man.ordained. 

At a place in this State called North-Wek, 30 miles from Nor- 
folk, (Virginia) there is a fpecial revival of religion. After fer- 
mon nearly all the crowded congregation requeft to be prayed for. 
Truly God is fpreading his falvation over the earth. 

I have been much afflicted with ill health for fome time paft, 
and tor a month have been confined to my chamber. T hrough 
the tender mercy of God, Iam now fo well as to go out again, 
and preach Jefus and the refurreGion. 

God, in his wife and holy providence, has taken one of my lovely 
children from this world of forrow; and I much fear the cther 
will foon follow, as it is very unwell at prefent. It was the faying 
of a pious Divine, “ We have fomething every day to part with, 
until we part with all and in the end, to find all in Chrift.” 





RICHMOND. ° 


‘One of our correfpondents at Philadelphia, under date of Jan, 
14, writes as follows : ** We hear of a great revival of religion in 
Richmond, Virginia. Fifty-feven baptized in one day. Two 
young lawyers of talents and relpectability commencing Paptitt 
minilters, &c.”’ 


From ancther, dated 2th. 
“T wave heard of a great revival of religion at Richmond; fifty 


were baptized in one day, and among thele were fome ot “the molt 
refpedtable inhabitants.” 








28 Miffionary Seciety, in New-York. 


Still later. —A young gentleman to his father in this town, dated 
27th ult. gives the followin ig: “ A very confiderable reformation ts 
going on in the Rev. Mr, Bryce’s fociety, principally among the 
blacks. Seventy were baptized this morning.” 








BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, IN N.Y. 


Mr. Editor, 


IT will be gratifying to many of the friends of Zion, to 
know, that our Baptift brethren in New-York do not view the fitu- 
ation of the heathen with indifference. In conjonction with other 
fections of our country, they are at length coming forward to the 
help of the Lord againft the mighty. ‘They feel themfelves obli- 
gated to lend their “aid, in {eattering the milts of ignorance and 
fuperitition, and in promoiing the downfal of thofe cruel and 1m- 
pure rites, which awfully prevail among idolatrous nations, ‘They 
with to fend them in exchange, * the secon Gofpel of the bleiled 
God,” which diffufes light, peace, purity and joy, wherever its m- 
fluence is felt. 

On Monday evening, Feb. 21ft (a plan having been previoufly 
formed) a meeting was convened at the Baptift meeting-houfe in 


. Mulberry-ftreet, for the purpofe of forming a Foreign Miflion Soci- 


ety. A much greater number atteuded than was expected. The 
{fervices were commenced by a fong of praife—a portion of Scripture 
was read—the divine biefling was fought by prayer. A fhort ad- 
drefs was then made, in which the object of the meeting and the 
importance of Miffionary efforts wese particularly explained and 
enforced. 

It was an interefting and delighful feafon. The bufinefs of the 
evening was harmonioully conduéted. The Conftitution which had 
been previonfly drafted, was, with flight alterations, unanimoully 
adopted ; but for want of time, the choice of officers was deferred 
to a future evening.* A liberality was manifefted on this occafion 
which does honour to the Chriilian character, and which fhall not 
fail of a prefent and final reward ; though it will be cheerfully 

acknowledged to be a reward of grace. 

When we look around us, and fee the great exertions which are 
in operation for the fpread of the Gofpel ; when we perceive Chrif- 
tians of different denominations lofing fight of minor fubjects, and 
uniting all their energies in one grand effort for the deftruétion of 
the man of fin, and for the advancement of the Redeemer’s empire 
throughout the world, have we not reafon to hope, that the glorious 
day foretold in ancient prophecy is dawning upon us ? 

The diftribution of religious tracts, the widely-extended circula- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures, the eftabliihment of Miflionary Societies, 
and the important fations already occupied by our Miffionary breth- 


* The Conftitution of a Miffionary Society, lately formed in Baltimore, has 
a'fo been reccived by the Editor, 
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ren in heathen lands, are to my mind a fure pledge that God is 
about to bleis the world beyond what has ever taken place. 

The time will come, when the Lord will * pour out his Spirit 
upon all flefh ;” and though the approach of this epoch may be 
gradual, like that of the fun, till he reaches mid-day height, yet it 
is not the lefs certain. In the economy of Providence, means may 
be neceflary, to haften the glorious period for which we look. 
‘They fhall not be wanting. ‘The facility with which they are col- 
lected, and the vaft extent to which they are employed, furprife 
every intelligent beholder, and appear next to miraculous. And 
thefe fhall increafe, till a knowledge of the Lord ihall cover the 
whole earth, as the waters cover the bed of the great deep. 

O that every Chriftian who reads this may confider it an honour 
to be ayworker together with God! What can be more congenial 
with she feelings of a pious and benevolent heart, than to become 
happily, aaftrumental of increafing the knowledge of the true God 
andthe Saviour ; and of ditfuling that Gofpel which alone can raife, 
man from a {tate ot mifery and degradation, to a ftate of joy and 
bleffledneis, which fhall be as durable as the eternal throne! 

,. Go then, in imitation of your divine Mafter, and work while it 
is is day : the night cometh when no man can work. You will foon 
be called to give an account of your itewardihip. O how impor- 
tant it is, that you fhould be found faithtul and aétive. 

May it not be fuppofed, that the happinels of glorified faints will 
be enhanced, by knowing that their efforts on earth were blefled to 
the falvation of poor heathens. While they will afcribe all their 
blifs to Him that wafhed them from their fins by his precious blood, 
they will exult that they did any thing on earth, which God was 
pleafed to blefs for reducing guilty rebels to his authority, and mak. 
ing them meet for the inheritance of the faints in light. 

A Friend of the Heathen. 
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Me. Mives Puivuips was born Jan. 3d. 1760—at Ponty- 
pool, in Monmouththire, Wales. His parents were godly perfons, 
and members of the Baptift church at Penygarn, of which the late 
Rev. Morgan J. Rhees was paltor. ‘The deceafed made a public 
profeflion of his faith in the Lord Jefus, when he was about twenty- 
fix years of age. In the year 1797, he removed from Wales to 
America. After his arriva! in this country, he refided four years 
at the Welth fettlement in this State (Pennfylvania.) » 

Since that period, he with his family has continued in Philadel. 
phia. His profeilion of the religion of Chrift, it is believed, has been 
without blame. His habits of life were inoffenfive and obiiging. 
His numerous family and his Chriftian brethren, in his kind and 
gentle depertment, beheld an amiable inflance of one alpiring to 
the character and bieflednefs of a peace-maker. His mind was 
well informed in the dottrines of the Gofpel. With his bible he 
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was very familiar. Often in the circle of a few pious friends he 
evinced that his knowledge of facred truth was correct and exten- 
five. The worfhip of God was his delight. Not only at feafons 
when public fervices were condutted, but at prayer mectings, he 
was ever prefent, unlefs by ficknefs or unavoidable avocations pre- 
vented. He difcovered and rejoiced in the amiablenefs of the 
tabernacles of his God. 

His health for many years paft has been imperfeét, but he expe- 
rienced no degree of indifpofition that confined him to his bed, un- 


til the fummons arrived to call him from thefe abodes of imperfec- © 


tion and forrow. During his late and final affliction, his mind was 
generally calm. At one time he complained that the enemy «p- 
peared to plice before him, as he is faid to have done before Mar- 
tin Lutber a catalogve of all the offences he had ever eotmmitted, 
but the fame fource of confolation which cheered the heart’of that 
eminent reformer gave relief to his; “the blood of Jefas:'Chrift 
his Son cleanfeth us from all fin.” During his ilnefs he often 
exprefled his unreferved reliance on the atonement of the’ Lord 
Jefus for life eternal; frequently faying, “this is my anchor—I 
cannot give up my anchor—it entereth iato that which is withia 
the vail.—there it is fafe.’’ 

Qn Sabbath laft, in converfation with his afflicted partner, he fla. 
ted his cheerful hope that he {hould foon enter the houfe not made 
with hands eternal in the heavens, where he was perfuaded himielf 
and his companion would meet again to part no more for ever. 
He repeated with uncommon expreflion a beautiful Welfh hymn 
whofe chorus is ‘The eternal Sabbath of the Lamb is at hand, where 
pain and forrew are not known!’ Reminded by a friend that the 
hetter country, which is a heavenly one, was before him, the tears 
buriiing from his reviving eyes, he litted his hand and cried, O that 
country—that country ! 

The Wednefday evening preceding his diffolution, his children 
were collected around his bed, when he gave them a moft affecting 
farewell addrefs, obferving that “fome of the family will be up in 
the realms above;” but “O” he added “how awful, if fome of 
you fhould pe fent down to hell and fhut up with devils forever 
there. O my children there is a dreadful hell—flee from the wrath 
to come—watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation. O 
that I may meet you at the marriage Supper of the Lamb.” On 
being told by his wre partner that he would quite exhauft him- 
felf, he anfwered—* O my dear, but the fubject is fo important— 
it is fo important.” When prayer was offered by his bed-fide and 
the falvation of his children became the fubject of petition, he dif- 
covered the ftrong defires of his foul for their falvation by adding 
Amen ! Amen! 

* Tris said, the wife of Martin Luther came to him one day and cried out, 
Q my dear husbdanel, the devi: teils me, ‘1 can never be torgiven; my sin 
fs ton great for a S: vin ir to pardon ?—With his uasit! ub bluntness and energy 

mo answered, “Bid bin go and tell Cirtst su! 
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He oftened expreffed his entire refignation to his Father’s will. 
Yet the defire remained to depart and be with Chrift. ‘Told by a 
friend, that whom the Lord loveth he chafteneth, his heart was fill- 
ed with joy at the idea that the faints are chaftened of the Lord, 
that they may not be condemned with the world. It was faid to 
him ‘Is not the Lord te you a firong hold in this day of trouble?” 
he anfwered, “ O yes, O yes!””—* Dont you find him merciful and 
gracious !’ * O yes, ten millions of times more than I deferve !” 

On the 22d of Oober, at midnight, the cry came, in obedience 
to which he departed. A few feconds before his death, his phyfi- 
cian afked him * Do you find Chrift Rill precious to your foul,’ he 
anfwered—* O yes—yes !”’—* Have you a defire to depart and be 
forevec with Jefus?” “O yes, O yes, always !”—He then atked 
one of his daughters to elevate his head a little. While the was 
performing this kind office of filial affection, he tell afleep. 

His funeral fermon was delivered the fucceeding Lord’s- day eve. 
ning, to a large allembly in the Baprift meeting-houfe in Sarfom 
Street, of which church he was an honourable member—from Na- 
hum i. 7. ‘ The Lord is good; he is a ftrong hald in the day 
of trouble, and he kneweth them that truf in him.” 





SALEM BIBLE TRANSLATION AND FOREIGN 
MISSION SOCIETY* 
Tus Society held its annual meeting on Tuefday, Jan. 4, 
1844, at the Veltry of the Baptift Society in Salem, (Maila.) The 
following gentlemen were unanimouily elected the Beard of Mana- 
gers for ik e enfuing year, viz. 


Kev. Lucius Bourss, Prefident. 

Rev. Jenemiau CuHaprain,) 7. nye 
Kev. Epenezer Nexson, t ice- Prefidents. 
Joun Moxwiarry, Corre/ponding Secretary. 
Micuart Suerarn, Recording Secretary. 
EBENEZER SSCCOMB, Treafurer. 

Truftecs, John Page, Stephen Webb, Michael Webb, George 
Peirce, Robert Upton, Robert F. Cloutman, Nathaniel W. Wil- 
liams, John Brown, Francis Lamfon, jr. Jonathan Bachelder, Ben- 
jamin Kent, Afa Woodbury. 

In the evening cf the fame day, the Anniverfary fermon was 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Suarp, of Bofton. At the conclufion of 
the fervices a collection was made to aid the benevolent obje@s of 
the Society, amounting to fixty dollars. 

The Board of Managers of this Society have voted to unite with 
other Societies, in the formation of a Gen@ral Committee to manage 
the affairs of the Miflion; and have appointed the Kev. Lucius 
Bolles as their delegate to attend the contemplated meeting at Phi- 
adelphia, for that perpole. 


* This account wou'd have been iafeeted in a previous part of this Maga. 
zine, had it been £ tealoiably © ceuved, 
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32 Poetry. 


The Treafurer of this Society has received the following fums 
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fince the ftatement publifhed in Vol. iii. p. 286—287, of the Mgg- 


azine, viz : 


From the Members of the Society, their annual subscriptions 
and donations - - - - -. . . 
Collected at Rev. Mr. Bolles’s Meeting-lhouse 
John Kenrick, Esq. of Newton, by L. Botles 
George Evans, collected at different times 
L. Bolles, for Dr. John’s sermons - 
George Evans, by L. Bolles 
A friend to Missions - 
Friends in Beverly, - 
Mrs. Richards - - 
Beverly Female Mite Society 
Salem Female Cent Society 
A female Friend, by L. Bolles 
Samuel Kemp - - 
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EVENING REFLECTIONS. 


THE fun is fet, the day is clos’d, 
The night is come, the world’s compos’d, 
And cares are laid afide : 
So fly my ey without control, 
Like rolling {pheres around the pole, 
Or f{wift as meteors glide. 


My life at beft is but a fpan; 
The days are few laid up for man, 
To number here in pain : 

Each moment clips the little fpace, 
Contracts the fpan, cuts fhort the race, 
And winds the mortal chain. 

Soon will the wheel to pieces break, 
The fountain dry, the fabric fhake, 
The filver cord untie : 
My day will end, my night will come, 
My body lodg’d in yonder tomb, 
My foul above the ky. 
Well, if my day muft end fo foon, 
The morning fun go down at noon, 
The prefent ll improve : 

I'll watch the moments as they fly, 
And none misfpent fhall pafs me by, 
While I have power to love. 

V'll ftrive to make my calling /ure, 

To reach the mark, the prize fecure, 
And wait the crown in view : 

lil take the crofs,#the thame defpife, 

And feek my manfion in the fkies, 
And bid the world adieu ! 


~ ‘Then break, thou wheel, thou cord untie, 
Thou fabric fall, thou fountain dry, 
. And night thy curtain fpread ; 
Go down my fun, wind up my chain, 
Gontrac&t my fpan, and end my pain, 
And lodge me with the dead. 
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